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them downstairs.1'1 Again and again he was on the edge
of a fortune, which always just eluded him He was not the
lowly, exploited inventor of the Samuel Crompton, Josue
Heilmann type, but a dynamic force whom even a Boulton
could hardly have kept in check. The one thing he did not
invent was a pressure gauge which would have registered
the imminence of a financial explosion. Very characteristic
of the man were the last moments of the travelling engine of
December, 1801. "The carriage broke down after travel-
ling very well, on an upward ascent, in all about three or four
hundred yards .... and the parties adjourned to the
Hotel and comforted their hearts with a roast goose and
proper drinks, when, forgetful of the engine, its water boiled
away, the iron became red-hot and nothing that was com-
bustible remained either of the engine or the house."3
Probably one man would have understood him entirely,
the man who with his own son built the tunnel under the
Thames which Trevithick went half-way to accomplishing,
and this was his contemporary, M. I. Brunei, who also in
1821 saw the inside of a debtors' prison.
We of the North are apt to forget the enormous contribu-
tion which the South made to the first phase of the revolu-
tion in engineering. Savery was of Plymouth, Newcomen
of Dartmouth, Henry Cort of Portsmouth, Humphrey Davy
of Penzance. It was also a Cornishman, Henry Trengrouse,
who invented the rocket apparatus for ships in distress in
1808. In his case the contact between stimulus and inven-
tion was close and obvious, for the year before he had
watched with horror the wreck of H.M.S. Anson on Loe Bar.
The other inventions, too, were the product of seafaring or
mining. Portsmouth and Plymouth were naval centres
railing for constant improvement in equipment and material.
The mines of Cornwall were getting so deep that they had to
be drained or closed. Trevithick's father was a mine
manager, and the son's inventiveness received an early
stimulus in the effort of the county to free itself from the
heavy monopoly of Soho, either by defying the patent or by
inventing something which did not violate it.
1H. W. Dickinson, etc., op. cit.t p. 215.
* Cf. Ibid., etc., op. tit., p. 48.